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of the enslaved people against the dictator would be inevitable
If the democratic forces, secret but still surviving, could seize
their long-awaited opportunity, the downfall of the Duce
would be certain, and the end of the Fascist regime inevitable
The Government feared that if a revolution took place in
Italy and the Fascist dictatorship were overthrown, it would
be followed by a Labour Government. This must be pre-
vented at all costs. In a conflict between Fascism and Demo-
cracy in Italy or elsewhere, the support of the 'National3
Government would go to the former. The imposition of the
oil sanction might lead in the end to the fall of Fascism, and
therefore no oil sanction shall he imposed. Sir Samuel Hoare
had said that oil sanctions must, not be imposed because they
might be successful and bring the war to an end. So the
Baldwin-MacDonakl Government had decreed. The slaughter
in Abyssinia must go on, lest the Fascist regime be overthrown
and a democratic Government take its place. The mass-
massacre of an innocent people mxist continue lest the prestige
of a tyrant be impaired* The citizens of Abyssinia must be
slain to maintain the authority of Mussolini, and the women
and children of bombed Addis Ababa butchered to make a
Roman holiday.
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